The Control of Industry

these terms for the short and long days. In London the
determining dates were Easter and Michaelmas,1 at
Bristol Ash Wednesday and St. Calixtus (i4th October),2
and in the case of the workmen at Westminster the
Purification (2nd February) and All Saints (ist Novem-
ber), giving an exceptionally short winter period.3

Against the long hours we have to set the comparative
frequency of holidays. On Sundays and all the greater
festivals, as well as a variable number of local festivals,
such as the dedication day of the church, no work was
done, and on Saturdays and the days preceding festivals
work as a rule ceased at four o'clock or earlier. This
early closing was enforced at Norwich 4 in 1490, on the
representation of the shoemakers that many of their
journeymen were ' greatly disposed to riot and idelnes,
whereby may succede grete poverte, so that dyuers days
wckely when them luste to leve ther bodyly labour till
a grete parte of the weke be almost so expended and
wasted . . . also contrary to the lawe of god and good
guydyng temporall they labour quikly toward the
Sondaye and festyuall dayes on the Saterdayes and
vigils fro iiij of the clock at after none to the depnes and
derknes of the nyght foloweng. And not onely that
synfull disposicion but moche warse so offendyng in the
morownynges of such festes and omyttyng the heryng
of the dyvyne servyce '. In the case of the founders in
London,6 while no ordinary metal work, such as turning,
filing, or engraving, might be done after noon had rung,
an exception had to be made in the case of a casting
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